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not obtain, specimens of the Noddy of the Pacific coast, which 
Dr. Coues now separates under the name of A. frater.—O. S. 


16. Anots TENUIROSTRIS, Temm. 

The specimens are identical with examples labelled “ A. tenui- 
rostris, Temm.,” in the museum of the Philadelphian Academy ; 
and, so far as I can judge, this identification of them is correct. 
Setting aside the common A. stolidus and my A. frater, its Pacific 
representative, and some species, e. g. A. parvulus, Gould (4. 
cinereus, Tréboux), which have been improperly referred to the 
genus Anois, the remaining valid species are A. melanops, Gould, 
A. leucocapillus, Gould, and A. tenuirostris, Temminck, all three 
very closely allied to each other. I believe they may be briefly 
distinguished thus :—A. melanops has white under-eyelids, and 
the very dark cireumocular region rendered still more conspi- 
cuous by the ashy hue of the lores. 4. leucocapillus has no white 
on the under eyelid; and the lores are of one colour with the 
dark circumocular region. A. tenuirostris, like A. leucocapillus, 
has the lores very dark coloured ; but it has white under-eyelids. 
It is also notably smaller. 

a. Adult 9, “Glover’s Reef,” British Honduras, May 12, 1863. 

The collection thus embraces fifteen or sixteen species of 
eight genera of two subfamilies of Laride. 


XXXII.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
1. Enetisn PUBLICATIONS. 


Tue ‘Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal’ for October 1863 
contains “ Some Observations on the Eggs of Birds,” from the 
pen of Dr. John Davy. These chiefly relate to the nature and 
properties of the colouring-matter, and to the results of certain 
experiments on the albumen. With regard to the former sub- 
ject, Dr. Davy appears, generally, to have come to the same 
conclusion as Professor Wilke (‘ Naumannia,’ 1858, p. 393) and 
M. Leconte (Rev. et Mag. de Zoologie, 1860, p. 199) have done, 
namely, that the colouring-matter ‘‘is not in any way owing 
to the presence of iron,” and consequently is not derived from 
the blood—an opinion contrary to that maintained, we believe, 
by M. O. DesMurs in his celebrated ‘ Oologie Ornithologique.’ 
VOL, VI. 2D 
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Dr. Davy plausibly suggests that the thickness of egg-shells 
bears a proportion to the weight of the parent bird, and to the 
time of incubation. This last point, however, is one on which 
we really have little authentic information, and we beg leave to 
suggest its consideration to some of our brethren who busy 
themselves only with British birds as a means of improving their 
shining hours.” 


Sir Oswald Mosley’s ‘ Natural History of Tutbury’ (London, 
1863) contains, amongst other ornithological notices by Mr. 
Edwin Brown, an account of the occurrence at Chellaston, near 
Derby, in May 1859, of a male example of the “ Red-eyed Fly- 
catcher” ( Vireosylvia olivacea) of North America. This is believed 
to be the first recorded instance of the occurrence of this bird as a 
straggler in Europe. A nicely executed coloured lithograph of 
the bird (drawn by Mr. Wolf) is given. Mr. Brown gives an 
extract from Mr. Gosse’s notes on “ this species” as occurring 
in Jamaica. This is rather unfortunate, as the Jamaican bird 
is, as is now well known to naturalists, a distinct species—the 
Vireosylvia altiloqua (Vieill.). 


The ‘ Proceedings of the Natural History Society of Dublin’* 
contains frequent notices of the occurrence of rarer birds in Ire- 
land, principally from the pen of Mr. Robert Warren, jun. Mr.- 
Warren has paid much attention to the four species of Skua 
(Stercorarius) which occur on the Inish coast. Professor Kina- 
han, in some remarks on one of Mr. Warren’s papers, conceives 
that the following conclusions have been established by Mr. 
Warren’s observations upon these birds :— 

lst. The Common Skua (S. catarrhactes) is a southern species, 
and a regular visitant in summer and autumn, following the 
shoals of mackerel and herrings into our bays, the British Isles 
being nearly its northcrn limit ; the species breeding annually in 
the Orkneys, though not as yet known to breed in Ireland. 
2nd. That the three other species, viz. Buffon’s (or the Long- 
tailed) Skua, Richardson’s Skua, and the Pomarine Skua, 
all occur as annual migrants—an annual migration of these 

* 3 vols., and part l. vel. iv. Dublin, 1864. 
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birds northwards and southwards past our shores taking place 
regularly, both in early summer and in autumn. 8rd. Of these, 
Richardson’s Skua alone has bred in this island; its autumnal 
migration occurring annually in the month of October. 4th. 
That Buffon’s Skua (Lestris buffonii) has been seen, and speci- 
mens procured on its migration north, in the month of June. 
5th. That the Pomarine Skua (L. pomarinus), at present our 
rarest species, has been once, at least, met with on migration 
south in October. 6th. That the specimens of the Pomarine 
Skua hitherto procured have been, for the most part, immature 
birds of the autumnal flight, being stragglers unable to keep up 
with the flock ; but that the Long-tailed Skuas have been mostly 
mature birds on the autumnal migration, which have probably 
used this island merely as a resting-place. 


Our correspondent, Mr. George Dawson Rowley, has become 
the fortunate purchaser of a perfect egg of the extinct gigantic 
bird of Madagascar (Æpyornis maximus), and has printed the 
information he has collected concerning this subject in the form of 
a pamphlet, published by Messrs. Triibner*. The egg in ques- 
tion “ was found at Mananzari, on the east coast of Madagascar, 
at a depth of forty-five feet, in a hill of ferruginous clay, by some 
Malgaches digging for an iron-mine.” Its shape is an ellipse, 
of which the major axis measures 124 and the minor 93 inches: 
its size is therefore nearly twice as great as that of an ordinary 
Ostrich’s egg. The shell is of great strength. Its surface is 
“much stained with clay,” but was “ probably the same when 
first laid as that of the Ostrich, viz. a pale yellow white.” In 
granulation it resembles the coarsely grained eggs of the Ostrich, 
but “ the indentations are vastly coarser and larger.” 

Mr. Rowley has extracted, in his pamphlet, much of the pre- 
viously published information concerning the Æpyornis, as given 
in the writings of Geoffroy St.-Hilaire, H. E. Strickland, and 
Professor Owen, and supplies us with a very fair résumé of the 
whole subject. 

* A Paper upon the Egg of pyornis maximus, the colossal Bird of 


Madagascar, by George Dawson Rowley, M.A. London, Tribner & Co., 
1864: 16 pp. 
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2. FRENCH AND BELGIAN PUBLICATIONS. 

M. Ch. F. DuBois has kindly sent to this journal the first fifty 
livraisons of his ‘Planches Coloriées des Oiseaux de l’Europe et 
de leurs œufs, espèces non observées en Belgique’*. This work, 
which was commenced in 1861, is intended as the same sort of 
supplement to the author’s ‘Oiseaux de la Belgique’ as Dr. Bree’s 
lately finished volumes were to Mr. Morris’s ‘Birds of Great 
Britain.’ Each of the livraisons of M. DuBois’s work contains 
three coloured lithographs, with an accompanying page of letter- 
press. They are not issued in order, but will form three volumes 
when complete. The designs are superior to those of ordinary 
books of this class, and are in many instances highly to be com- 
mended; but the colouring, as is usually the case in such books, 
is often defective. There are no descriptions given in the letter- 
press, and the few facts stated as regards localities, range, habits, 
&c., are not always correct according to the latest information we 
possess on these points. For example, we doubt whether Lanius 
tchagra (Telophonus cucullatus, Temm.) has ever been killed in 
Europe, except as a chance straggler; yet M. DuBois states, 
“elle mest pas rare en Espagne et en France; elle a été prise 
en Bretagne ;” and it is certainly not correct to say that “les 
meoeurs de cet oiseau sont absolument les mêmes que celles des 
autres espèces du même genre (i. e. Lanius)” The habits of a 
Shrike and a Bush-Shrike are decidedly not identical. Again, 
Ixos obscurus is stated to occur in Java (!) ; and Passer cisalpinus 
to be found in the south of Siberia, Java, Syria, Bucharia, Daouria, 
Greece and great part of Italy, and the isles of the Medi- 
terranean ! 

We have recently received the 6th and 7th livraisons of MM. 
Jaubert and Barthélemy-Lapommeraye’s ‘ Richesses Ornitholo- 
giques du Midi de la France’ +, completing the work. The 


* Bruxelles, Leipzig, et Gand: Muquardt, 1861-64, 8vo. 

+ Richesses Ornithologiques du Midi de la France, ou description mé- 
thodique de tous les Oiseaux observés en Provence et dans les Départe- 
ments circonvoisins. Par MM. J.-B. Jaubert, Docteur en Médecine, et 
Barthélemy-Lapommeraye, Directeur du Muséum @’ Histoire Gijani de 
Marseille. 1 vol. 4to, Marseilles, 1859-62. 
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quarto volume thus formed contains 518 pages, illustrated by 
coloured figures of the rarer species. We cordially recommend 
it to the attention of winter residents at Nice, and of all persons 
interested in European ornithology. 


8. Dutcu PUBLICATIONS. 


The fourth livraison of Professor Schlegel’s ‘ Muséum d’His- 
toire Naturelle des Pays-Bas’ contains the enumeration of the 
specimens of Momotus, Ibis, Pelecani, Procellarie, and Lari. To 
Momotus Professor Schlegel most correctly attaches the genus 
Todus. There can be little doubt, we have long been of opi- 
nion, that this is its natural place, as will be evident to any one 
who will compare any species of Tody with the smallest and 
most debile form of Motmot (Hylomanes momotula). 

The following table gives a geographical view of Professor 
Schlegel’s nineteen species of Jbis, in which we naturally take 
great interest. 


Reg. Neotrop. | Reg. Nearct. |Reg. Palzarc. 


Reg. Æth. | Reg. Ind, | Reg. Austr. 


I. Tarsi scutati. 


falcinellus. |falcinellus. |falcinellus. \falcinellus. |faleinellus. 
alba. alba. 
rubra. 
cristata. 
melanopis. 
II. Tarsi squamati. 
cayennensis. | 
oxveerca. | 
infuseata. 
comata. 
nippon. 
cærulescens. 
‘carunculata. i 
'hagedasch. 
| papillosa. 
calva. 
| spinicollis. 
religiosa. 
| i strictipennis. 
melanocephala. ! | 
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Modern authors have separated these nineteen species into no 
less than sixteen genera; Professor Schlegel retains them in one. 
Of these two courses we should prefer the latter, as being more 
convenient than the former; but, as is usual in such matters, it 
may be most appropriately said here, Medio tutissimus ibis! To 
Ibis Professor Schlegel annexes Scopus ; but says nothing of Tan- 
talus, which, of the two, is perhaps more nearly allied to Ibis. 

Under the head “ Pelecani” Professor Schlegel includes 
“ Fregata, Graculus, Plotus, Pelecanus, Sula, and Phaéthon,” 
which, as he observes, form a very natural group, commonly 
called the Pelecanide. Similarly, Professor Schlegel’s term Pro- 
cellarie includes all the members of the family Procellariide as 
usually received ; and his Lavi, the Gulls (Larus) and the Skuas 
(Stercorarius). 


We have now also received the continuation of the new Journal 
of the Royal Zoological Society, Natura Artis Magistra, of 
Amsterdam, up to Nos. 10-12, which complete the first volume. 
It contains several ornithological papers of great interest. 

Professor Schlegel describes (p. 74) a new Hornbill (Buceros 
pulchrirostris) from Elmina, on the Gold Coast of Africa, appa- 
rently closely allied to Toccus camurus of Cassin, but smaller. 
We may take this opportunity of remarking that we have re- 
cently compared Professor Schlegel’s figure and description of 
Buceros nagtglasu with the type of Mr. Gould’s Tocchus hart- 
laubii, now in the British Museum, and that there is no doubt 
that our surmises as to the probable identity of these two birds 
(expressed in ‘ Ibis,’ 1868, p. 359) are correct. 

Professor Schlegel also describes and figures (p. 123) a new 
Falcon (Falco boschii), from the Gold Coast, nearly allied to 
Hypotriorchis severus of the East Indies. The excellence of Pro- 
fessor Schlegel’s drawing enables us to recognize in this bird, 
without any difficulty, the Falco cuvierii, Smith (S. Afr. Journ. 
i. p. 392). The only specimen of this apparently rare species 
we ever met with was amongst some birds from the South 
African Museum, Cape Town, forwarded to us for examination 
by Mr. E. L. Layard. 


A little later we have Professor Schlegels descriptions of two 
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new Accipitrine birds, both of which he refers to the “ subgenus” 
Herpetotheres. One of these is Astur mirandollei, from Dutch 
Guiana; the other Astur spectabilis, from Elmina, on the Gold 
Coast. Influenced, no doubt, by preconceived ideas as to the 
distribution of species, we can hardly believe that the latter bird, 
of which afigure is given (pl. 6), can really belong to the Ame- 
rican form Herpetotheres. But what is it? We know of nothing 
like it. 

Mr. J. P. van Wicklevoort Crommelin (p. 172) gives a notice 
of the species of Ducks that visit or reside in Holland, accom- 
panied by some general observations on the variations of plumage 
in this group of birds; and the same gentleman, a few pages 
later (p. 217), contributes an article on Syrrhaptes paradoxus, 
which Mr. Newton has already alluded to (anted, p. 185 et seq.). 


4. ITALIAN PUBLICATIONS. 


Professor Bianconi, of the University of Bologna, has com- 
menced a series of papers, in the ‘ Memoirs of the Academy of 
Sciences’ of that city, on the tarso-metatarsus of birds, with 
the view of ascertaining the systematic position of the extinct 
AE pyornis, of which the only bones hitherto found are two por- 
tions of the inferior extremities of the tarso-metatarsus. Pro- 
fessor Bianconi’s first memoir examines the structure of this 
bone in the Scansores and Gralle *. 


The second volume of the Italian ‘ Archivio per la Zoologia, 
Anatomia e la Fisiologia,’ published at Modena, contains an 
article, by Professor F. de Filippi, on new or little-known Verte- 
brates discovered by him during a recent expedition into Persiat. 
Professor Filippi was attached, along with Professor Lessona and 
the Marchese Giacomo Doria, as scientific observer to an embassy 
sent by the Italian Government, in 1862, to the court of Persia. 
The expedition set out from Genoa on the 21st of April, and 

* Studii sul Tarso-metatarso degli Uccelli, ed in particolare su quello 
dell’ Epyornis maximus. Bologna, 1863. 

+ Nuove o poco note specie di Animali Vertebrati raccolte in un viaggio 
in Persia nell’ estate dell’ anno 1862, per F. de Filippi (Arch. p. l. Zoolog. 
ii. p. 377 ; 18 pp.). 
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reached Teheran by the route of Constantinople, Poto, Tiflis, 
Erivan, and Djulfa. From Teheran an excursion was made to the 
mountain-range of Demavend. At the end of August, Pro- 
fessors Filippi and Lessona returned home by Ghilan, the Cas- 
pian, and Russia, leaving the Marchese Doria to continue his 
investigations in Southern Persia. 

The birds obtained by Dr. Filippi during this journey, and 
described as new or little-known in the present paper, are seven 
in number, namely, Irania filoti (new gen. and sp. of Saxicolines 
from Demavend), Dromolea chrysopygia from Demavend, Oto- 
corys larvata from Demavend, Alauda pispoletta, Pallas, from 
Russian Armenia, Emberiza cernutii (allied to E. hortulana) from 
Russian Armenia and Persia, Erythrospiza obscura (Licht.) from 
Teheran, and Picus khan, a new species of Woodpecker belonging 
to the group containing Picus syriacus, P. himalayensis, and others. 

We trust that this paper is only the precursor of a more ex- 
tended account of the ornithology of Persia, as regards which 
we are at present in a lamentable state of ignorance. 


The well-known Italian ornithologist, the Marchese Orazio 
Antinori, has lately published a catalogue of the collection of 
birds* which he made during his recent two years’ expedition 
in Eastern Africa, and which have been purchased for the Zoolo- 
gical Museum of Turin by the Italian Government. The head- 
quarters of this enterprising explorer, whilst engaged in making 
this collection, were Chartum, whence excursions were made in 
different directions along the White and Blue Niles, and in the 
country between these two rivers. The species are systematically 
arranged according to the classification of Bonaparte, beginning 
with the Parrots. To each is attached a notice, more or less 
extended, of its range and habits; and in doubtful cases, and 
where the species are new, descriptions are given. The novelties 
are not very numerous; Cypselus dubius, Nectarinia gonzen- 
bachii, Eremomela(?) canescens, Drymoica(?) troglodytes, Elmi- 
nia teresita, Lanius pallidus, Textor castaneo-auratus, Habropyga 

* Catalogo deserittivo di una Collezione di Uccelli fatta da Orazio Anti- 


nori nell’ interno dell’ Africa Centrale dal Maggio 1859 al Luglio 1861. 
Milano, 1864, 1 vol. 8vo, 118 pp. 
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rara, and Streptopelia barbara appear to be all. We cannot 
quite understand how it was that some of the numerous species 
lately described as new by Heuglin, from the same districts, were 
not obtained. 

5. GERMAN PUBLICATIONS. 

A new portion of Cabanis and Heine’s ‘Museum Heineanum,’ 
lately issued, commences the enumeration of the Scansores of this 
important collection*, beginning with the Cuckoos, Bucconide, 
Trogonide, and Galbulide. The aim of the work is extended, 
Latin diagnoses of all the species in the collection, and indica- 
tions of all other known species, being given, at least in the 
latter portion of this part. The synonymy is also very full and 
complete. But we see with regret the excessive multiplication 
of generic divisions, and the many (in our opinion unnecessary) 
changes in nomenclature proposed. For instance, Bucco is now 
split up into Nystalus, Hypnelus, Chaunornis, Nothriscus, Argicus, 
Bucco, and Notharchus; the American Trogons into Trogon, Ha- 
palarpactes, Tmetotrogon, Pothinus, Aganus, Hapalophorus, Troctes, 
Tanypeplus, Leptuas,and Pharomacrus. We cannot believe that 
any advantage, likely to counterbalance the evils caused by the 
introduction of so many new terms, will result from this 
practice. We are well aware that it is all of a piece with what 
is going on in other branches of natural history; but it is, in 
our opinion, not the less objectionable on that account. While 
commenting thus plainly and openly on what we believe to be 
the demerits of this work, and trusting that our good friends Dr. 
Cabanis and Mr. Heine will excuse our free-speaking, we cannot 
but record our obligations to the authors for the great pains and 
labour bestowed upon it. The careful diagnoses and lists of 
synonyms must render it of absolute necessity to all working 
ornithologists of the present day. 


Herr v. Pelzeln has sent us copies of two ornithological papers 

* Museum Heineanum: Verzeichniss der ornithologischen Sammlung 
des Oberamtmanns Ferd. Heine auf Gut St. Burchard vor Halberstadt, mit 
kritischen Anmerkungen und Beschreibung fast sammtlicher Arten, syste- 
matisch bearbeitet von Dr. Jean Cabanis und Ferdinand Heine, Stud. Phil. 
Vierter Theil, die Klettervogel enthaltend. Heft.1, Kuckuke und Faulvogel. 
Halberstadt, 1862-63. 
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recently published in the 48th volume of the ‘ Verhandelungen’ 
of the Zoological and Botanical Society of Vienna. In the 
first of these he describes two new species of birds lately ob- 
tained by Dr. Kriiper (well known for his labours in Grecian 
ornithology) in the neighbourhood of Smyrna. Sitta kruepert 
appears to be a well-marked new species of Nuthatch—pileo 
nigro, dorso cineraceo, superciliis latis gulaque albis; torque 
pectorali lata castanea ; abdomine cinerascente. Saxicola albi- 
gularis is likewise a novelty of much interest, which has also 
been recently obtained by Mr. Tristram in Palestine—pileo 
dorsoque cinereis; superciliis albis; gula alba, pectore ochraceo- 
ferrugineo ; crisso albo; cauda nigra. V. Pelzeln compares it 
with Cossypha gutturalis, Guérin-Méneville, and Irania filoti, 
De Filippi. 

Another paper, by A. von Pelzeln, in the same journal describes 
four new birds collected by the late Joh. Natterer in Brazil *. 
These are an Owl (Syrnium superciliare), allied to S. albitarse 
(which latter, we believe, Schlegel is quite wrong in identifying 
with S. hylophilum, Temm.), and three Tinamous,—Tinamus 
guttatus, of the same form as T. brasiliensis (tarsis postice 
parum serratis); T. erythropus, allied to T. strigulosus and T. 
sallei; and T. brevirostris, near T. variegatus. Notices from 
Natterer’s MSS. accompany the descriptive characters. Herr v. 
Pelzeln would render a valuable service to science by publishing 
a general account of the Tinamidæe in the Vienna collection, 
where, we believe, the series is very complete. 


In our last year’s volume (‘ Ibis,’ 1863, p. 226) we spoke of 
Professor Carl J. Sundevall’s very valuable essay on Aristotelian 
natural history, published in the Royal Swedish Academy’s 
Transactions for 1862. Messrs. Samson and Wallin, of Stock- 
holm, have since published a translation into German of this 
Essay +, which will render it accessible to many who would not 

* Ueber vier von Natterer in Brasilien gesammelte noch unbeschriebene 
Vogelarten, von Aug. v. Pelzeln, ibid. (Oct. 10th, 1863). 

+ Die Thierarten des Aristoteles von den Klassen der Saiigethiere, 


Vogel, Reptilien und Insekten, von Carl J. Sundevall. Stockholm, 1863. 
1 vol. 8vo. 
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otherwise have been able to profit by it. Professor Sundevall takes 
exception (in a kind letter which accompanies a copy of the work) 
to our remarks (‘Ibis,’ 1863, p. 226) on his identification of the 
Kvavos and xopvdanos of Aristotle. Upon reperusing his notice 
of these two terms in the translation, we must admit that the 
xvavos as described by Aristotle is more like Tichodroma muraria 
than Petrocincla cyanea, and that Professor Sundevall is also pro- 
bably right in his identification of the two species of xopvdands. 
Professor Sundevall’s work will be invaluable to the compilers of 
the next classical dictionary in which the correct interpretation of 
zoological terms is attempted. Professor Sundevall identifies the 
following terms rather differently from their usual acceptation :— 
No. 90, p. 128, yAwrris. Lynx torquilla. 
112, p. 141, atrayny. Perdix cinerea. 
47, p. 112, rérpuE. Pratincola rubetra ! 
151, p. 158, aiSuva. Larus (prob.) marinus | 

Dr. A. E. Brehm, .now Director of the recently established 
Zoological Garden in Hamburg, has lately published an account 
of the journey made in the suite of H.R.H. the Duke of Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha in Eastern Africa in 1861, and his observations 
on the various species of mammals and birds met with during 
his travels *. From Massoua on the Red Sea, whither Dr. 
Brehm had proceeded first, in order to make preparations for the 
noble traveller, several short excursions were made into the 
interior. After the arrival of the Duke, on the 1st of April, a 
final start was made. But, for some reason or other, not clearly 
explained (perhaps the hardships of African travel did not 
agree with the constitution of the illustrious Prince), the party 
turned back after some twenty days’ advance, and left for home 
again on the 26th of April. Not unnaturally, our philosopher 
complains of want of time, although he appears to have been 
also sore stricken with fever. 

In the ornithological part of his present work, Dr. Brehm 
first gives a systematic list of 172 species of birds seen by him 


* Ergebnisse einer Reise nach Habesch im Gefolge Seiner Hoheit des 
regierenden Herzog svom Sachsen-Coburg-Gotha, Ernst II. Von Dr. A. E. 
Brehm, &e. Hamburg, 1863, 1 vol. 
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during his journey on the Red Sea and in Abyssinia. It seems 
that no specimens were obtained ; but Dr. Brehm, from his pre- 
vious travels in this part of the world, is, of course, thoroughly 
competent to identify most of the species met with. He then 
gives a series of remarks on the habits and manners of the dif- 
ferent species, referring often to the accounts of them published 
in ‘ Naumannia, from observations made during his former 
journey up the Nile. These notes are of much value and 
interest : we know so little of the life of foreign birds. It is 
too often the practice of travellers to content themselves with 
a bare enumeration of the Latin names of the species observed 
or obtained, without one single word of explanation concerning 
their habits. 

This part of the Abyssinian coast-land, which is now easily 
accessible by steamer from Suez, seems to be a very promising 
field for the ornithologist. Neophron percnopterus, N. occipitalis, 
Gyps rueppellii, Vultur occipitalis, and Otogyps auricularis are all 
more or less common. Truly this must be the land of Vultures ! 
Amongst the more southern African forms, we observe in Dr. 
Brehm’s list Hapaloderma, Buphaga, Lamprocolius, Vidua, Toccus, 
Paleornis, Trachyphonus, and Indicator, offering most attractive 
novelties to those who are only acquainted with European orni- 
thology ; and where three German princes can go for a hunting- 
excursion, there can be few difficulties to be encountered by the 
brethren of the B. O. U. and their friends. 


6. AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


In the ‘ Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia’ (1863, p. 283), Mr. W. T. March’s “ Notes on the 
Birds of Jamaica ” are continued, the scientific determinations 
and an occasional foot-note being supplied by Professor Baird. 
Mr. March distinguishes two species of Polytmus Humming- 
bird in the island, and two of Mellisuga, besides “ another small 
species, rather larger than M. humilis, with the plumage of a 
bright metallic or bronzed green.” Is Mr. March correct here ? 
The larger Chordeiles virginianus of the Continent appears to be 
found in Jamaica, as well as Chordeiles minor, which we suppose 
to be a constantly resident species. 
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The following note on the Palm-Swift (Tachornis phenicobia) 
affords an interesting instance of change of habits, such as we 
may suppose to have originally occurred in our own Hirundinide 
and Cypselide :— 

“Previous to 1854, the habitat of the Palm-Swift was alto- 
gether confined to the palm-trees in this district (St. Catherine) 
and to the cocoa-nut palms near the coast at Wrack Bay, Health- 
shire, Port Henderson, and Dawkins Pen, at Passage Fort. In 
that year a colony of them established themselves on two cocoa- 
nut palms in Spanish Town, one near the centre of the town, the 
other at the north-east corner ; and there they remained until, in 
1857, the palm at the north-east was taken down, and the other 
divested of the lower fronds and the Swifts turned adrift. They 
were then, for the first time, observed flitting about the lower 
piazzas of the House of Assembly, the upper part of this build- 
ing having been previously occupied by the H. fulva. In a 
short time these prior occupants were driven out, and a con- 
siderable colony of Palm-Swifts now occupy the lower colon- 
nade in front of the ground story, used as public offices, where 
they build on the tops of the end walls, or at the angles formed 
by the beams and joists. None resort to the upper piazza; but 
they pertinaciously drive away the H. fulva on every attempt 
they make to effect a lodgment. Small colonies of the Palm- 
Swifts last year (1862) again returned to the palm in the centre 
of the town; but the large colony still retained its position in the 
buildings.” 

Of Mimus Mr. March notes two species as occurring in Jamaica, 
one of which he describes as new, under the name Mimus hillii. 
Dr. Baird states that this new species is “ very closely related to, 
if not identical with, M. gundlachii of Cuba.” Another bird 
provided with a new name in this paper is the Spermophila bico- 
lor of Gosse, which Professor Baird proposes to call S. marchii, 
—the true Fringilla bicolor of Linneus, from the Bahamas, 
being specifically different. We have never seen the Bahaman 
bird, but have had some difficulty in determining whether Mr. 
E. C. Taylor’s Martinique specimens (see anted, p. 167) ought 
to be referred to the Jamaican or Tobagan species, Tiaris omissa, 
Jardine. 


406 Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, &e. 


In a paper entitled “ Notes on the Mimide of Jamaica, by 
Richard Hill,” which immediately follows Professor Baird’s, Mr. 
Hill attempts to show that the Mimus hillii above referred to is 
the true Turdus orpheus of Linneus, and that the Common 
Mocking-bird of Jamaica is the true Turdus polyglottus of Lin- 
neus. If this be so, the well-known North American species 
must take some other appellation. 


Mr. H. Bryant publishes, in the ‘ Proceedings of the Boston 
Natural History Society’*, some “ Remarks on the Genus Ga- 
leoscoptes, Cabanis, with the characters of two new Genera, and 
a description of Turdus plumbeus, Linn.” It would appear that 
the true Turdus plumbeus of Linnæus (founded upon Catesby’s 
description) is quite distinct from the Turdus ardosiaceus of 
Vieillot, of Porto Rico and St. Domingo: Mr. Bryant even 
makes a distinct genus of it, which he calls Mimokitta! But 
we are rather inclined to agree with Professor Baird, who (in 
litt.) arranges this little section of Thrush-like Mockers of the 
Antilles as forming four species of Mimocichla, as follows :— 

1. M. plumbea, ex ins. Bahamens. 

2. M. ardesiaca, ex St. Domingo. 

3. M. schistacea, Baird, sp. nov., ex Cuba. 

4, M. rubripes, ex Cuba. 


XXXIV.—Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed ‘‘ To the 
Editor” :— 

Villa Laurenti, Mentone, France. 
-= Srr,—The migratory birds have already, by their arrival, re- 
minded me of the year that has passed without my sending you 
such notes as I may have gathered together in the interim. 

I must therefore ask your leave to return in imagination to 
January 4th of the past year (1863), from which time my jot- 
tings recommence. On that day I was passing, with my brother, 
through the lemon-terraces which clothe the warm hill-sides 


* Proc. Boston Soc. N. H., Dec. 16th, 1863. 


